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Nov. 12: Public primary and secondary students staged a 24-hour walkout affecting 6 million
students nationwide enrolled in 16,000 schools. The 350,000 teachers demand a 20% wage hike
and other benefits as specified in current contracts with the Education Ministry. Primary school
teachers earn an average US$217 per month, and secondary instructors, an average US$313 per
month. According to Ronald Golding, president of the National Education Workers Federation,
Education Minister Gustavo Roosen should have asked the national congress to approve a US$366
million budget to meet contractual obligations with the nation's teachers. Instead, the minister
asked for 60% of that amount, or US$219.6 million. The congress approved an education budget
of only US$146.6 million. Golding said teachers will launch a general nationwide strike unless the
government acts to "improve the education situation and deal with the budget crisis." Nov. 13: The
Venezuelan Workers Confederation (CTV) announced that a general strike scheduled to begin
Nov. 14 in Aragua and Carabobo provinces to protest fuel price hikes was called off by the CTV
and three other labor union federations. CTV spokespersons said the government had agreed to
increase a transport subsidy from US$8 to US$13 for all workers who earn less than US$150 per
month. In addition, the monthly price increase on low octane gasoline will be reduced by 20%.
During a meeting with union leaders, President Carlos Andres Perez also agreed to a "significant
increment" in the minimum wage, currently set at about US$100 per month. Perez also promised
that his administration would participate in discussions on collective bargaining procedures in the
public sector. Nov. 14: Despite the union federations' decision to call off the strike, major cities in
Aragua and Carabobo departments were partially paralyzed. [Basic data from Panorama, Critica
(Venezuela), 11/13/91; several reports by Agence France-Presse, 11/12-14/91]
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